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Lily May, Yr10

Hannah Dickinson, Yr10

Elliot Fox, Yr9

Hi my name is Lily, I’m in year 10 and I
am passionate about graphic design
and art.

I enjoy food and watching TV shows.
I’m in 10CSP and I am taking
Business Studies, History and
Creative Media for GCSE.

I’m Elliot and I, like you, do not enjoy writing
loads. However, I get great satisfaction out
of finishing a large piece of writing, which
overshadows the effort put in hugely. This is
why I take great pleasure in writing on this
newsletter.

Alyssa Moore, Yr9

Maisy Taylor, Yr9

I enjoy drama and English Literature at
school. Outside of school, I am currently
rehearsing for two drama performances.
I enjoy reading and my favourite book is
Fangirl by Rainbow Kowell.

I enjoy Art, English, Spanish and PE. I
love learning new languages and
cultures. My favourite quote is ‘The
stars can’t shine bright without
darkness’.

Niambh Barrowcliffe, Yr9
I enjoy writing in my free time. I have
a passion for learning languages and I
hope to be able to learn as many
languages as I can. I am currently
studying Korean and Thai.

Gracie Fedezsyen, Yr9

Maddison Cartwright, Yr8

I spend most of my time
with my nose in a book
while listening to music
through my speakers. When
I feel inspired, I enjoy
writing short stories and
articles for the school paper.

Some of my hobbies are to
chill and listen to music,
writing and hanging out
with my friends.

WE WILL ROCK
YOU
‘We Will Rock You’ was this year’s school production involving cast members from all year
groups. The production was showcased on January 16th – 18th earlier this year and was a huge
success!
The following article is written by Niambh
Barrowcliffe who interviewed Mrs Askew about
how the performance went and how the cast
members felt it went.

On the first night, Mrs Askew said there were a lot of nerves going around. Everybody
felt anxious about the performance and how it was going to go. This caused people to
hold back and not truly show their best self on stage. Some of the cast were scared of the
audience’s judgements, and if months of rehearsals and effort had gone to waste.
The second night, however, was much better. Everyone felt a lot more relaxed and
started to enjoy it as best they could. There were still a few nerves here and there, but
that's to be expected. She also explained that some had started to realise that they only
had one performance left, causing a few tears to drop.
The third night was definitely the best. The audience were getting involved with the cast
and had a great reaction to the show. It was just a great atmosphere as everyone was
clapping along and truly enjoying themselves. However, it was also an emotional night as
everybody realised it was their very last show. Mrs Askew said to me that there were
people crying left, right and centre because nobody wanted it to end. Months of
rehearsals together and even a few Saturdays spent laughing, singing and sweating, trying
to make it perfect.
The cast have become like a family. Friendships, real bonds, and breath-taking memories
have been made through ‘We Will Rock You,’ and it’s an experience nobody would
forget.
Thank you for reading.

Editor: Niambh Barrowcliffe
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Year 10 Netball Silver Medalists!
The Year 10 netball team have had a fantastic netball
season with outstanding goals scored, brilliant defence
and teamwork. They have competed in both the Central
Venue League and County Tournament.
Central Venue League wins
19-1 against Fernwood
19-1 against Nottingham High School
19-4 against Carlton Le Willows
19-2 against Newark
County Tournament
With 11 schools competing, we played six matches in
total and came 2nd in the tournament, becoming silver
medalists!
With the games being only 7 minutes each way, the girls
scored an amazing set of goals and smashed their first
round!
Scores were
27-1 against Chilwell (a goal scored every 30secs!)
17-3 against Carlton Le Willows
16-3 against Beckett
17-2 against Fernwood
The girls were then through to the semi-finals where
they played against West Bridgford. Last year in the
finals, we lost against them by two points. This year, we
were drawing at half time but then stepped ahead with a
comfortable win of 13-6!
The finals was a close game against NGHS where we
were winning at half time 6-5. For every Center pass that
we had, we scored and so did the opposition.
Unfortunately, they managed to turn the ball around
quickly on one occasion, which put them ahead and we
lost 15-13.
It was a fantastic night with great games. Well done girls!

Amy Ridgley, Aimie Johnson, Charlotte
Easton, Scarlett Watson, Carlie Cooper,
Hannah Cramp, Alice Harwood, Jessica
Harvey, Emily Daws, Eleanor Buckley

More wins for our GSA Netballers!
The Year 8 netball team cruised their way
through the first two rounds of the Central
Venue League winning all five matches.
4 - 2 against NUSA
6 -1 against Nottingham Free School
5 - 2 against Nottingham Girls High School
4 – 0 against Carlton Le Willows
5 – 0 against Chilwell
Alongside CVL, the girls also competed in
the County Tournament held at Nottingham
Emmanuel School with 15 schools
competing. They played four matches in the
first round, taking them through to the semifinals. They won their semi-finals against
Nottingham High School 7-0 and were
through to the finals. Unfortunately, they
lost in the finals against Nottingham Girls
High School.

SPORTING
HIGHLIGHTS
Football
The year 7 boys managed a tight and highly
contested 3-2 victory over Toot Hill School,
sending them through to the semi-finals of the
county cup. Man of the Match Christian added to
his tally of goals accumulating 2 goals on the
day.

Swimming
The 25th best 50-metre swimmer in the country
Fred won the top boy event at Ponds Forge
International, after an excellent display in the 50metre pool.

Table Tennis
On the contrary, the year 7 girls left their game
disappointed. In the end of the almost everlasting
game the deciding penalty was taken by the
opposition goalkeeper, who coolly slotted the ball
away.
Futsal
The year 7 football team consisting of Freddie,
Jack, Frankie, Christian, Ben, Luke, Matteo and
Anri competed in the County Finals Futsal
tournament. The team put in an excellent display
winning 2 of their 3 games including an emphatic
5:0 win, however this was unable to send them
through to the final. Despite their obvious
disappointment, they still managed to win their
3rd and 4th place play off 6:1 against Ashfield.
Basketball
Year 7 girls, won against Bramcote GSA B and
Kimberley A and B becoming champions of the
Broxtowe region. They now go on to represent
Broxtowe at the Nottinghamshire tournament.
Mr Mills spoke to me after the game about his
philosophy that no one is a star player there is
only a star team. He also hoped that the team
could go on to play a higher standard of
basketball.

Poww went the furthest of a clutch of young
England players who reached the knockout stages
of the Cadet singles at the Swedish Junior & Cadet
Open he was one of four boys to make it through
their groups, and he added a 3-2 (6-11, 8-11, 11-7,
11-5, 11-8) victory over Nicholas Lum of Australia
in the first round. That put him into the last 32
against fourth seed Vladislav Makarov of Russia,
who took a 3-0 (11-6, 14-12, 11-9) win to end
Poww’s run.

Boccia
At the Boccia England Heathcoat Cup Harvey
came 2nd in his group bagging himself a silver
medal and securing his place in Nationals which
will take place later this year.

Cross Country
A few students from year 7 represented Broxtowe
at the Wollaton Park cross-country after winning
the indoor Broxtowe event, although none of them
finished with a medal they all put in a determined
run and finished in the top half of the competition.
I spoke to competitor Darcy Fox after the event
who stated that her legs felt like they were burning.

Editor: Elliot Fox
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Star Artist: Sarah, Year 11

Year 7 Art

Year 10 Art

Year 9 Art

Editor: Maisy Taylor

Library News
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Harry Potter Book Night
On Thursday 7th February 2019, the library held its
annual Harry Potter book night. Overall, the event
was very successful with lots of students attending.
Events from previous years returned, including: the
house quiz, duelling tournament and cosplay contest.
The event started after school and those attending
were let into the library. All in all, the atmosphere in
the room was buzzing with excitement. Students had
been able to choose which house from the books they
would be sorted into beforehand, so they sat down at
their house tables (myself in Ravenclaw, for the
record!) and were told how the night would be run,
then were introduced to their heads of houses. Each
table was decorated in its house colours and the rest
of the library was decorated with Potter-esque decor.

Fabulous homemade cake by Anna in Yr8

After that, students were given the opportunity to
participate in the duelling tournament. During this,
those participating would compete against another
participant in ‘heats’. They would pick a Harry Potter
spell out of a hat each and cast the spell. A winner
would be decided based on the delivery of the spell.

For those who didn’t want to take part in the duelling, there
was the option to spectate, buy Harry Potter themed sweets
(including sherbet lemons and pick and mix bags) or
attempt to solve a Potter themed word search, logic puzzle
or crossword.
After the duelling, everyone was called together for the
house quiz. The quiz was built on several rounds, each
themed to a specific part of the Harry Potter universe.
Students worked together with other members of their
house as a team to fill out an answer sheet, which would be
marked by another house team at the end. Congratulations
to house Ravenclaw on winning the house quiz!
At the end of the night, the winner for the cosplay contest
was announced. The winner was Michael in Year 10 with a
wonderful cosplay of Newt Scamander from Fantastic
Beasts and Where To Find Them!

Read for Good Update
Before Christmas, Year 8 took on the Read For Good readathon challenge and raised an incredible £842.11!
These funds will go towards books and storyteller visits for children in hospital and 20% of this will be given to
the school to spend on books. Huge well done and a big thanks to all Year 8 and their sponsors.

Editor: Alyssa Moore
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What has been happening this term?
Well done to 7ML/WH who top the Library
Award standings for term 1 with 152 points
Reading Challenge Award Winners.
Hadia from 7COT started the term as the
top individual points scorer with 30.

The Library – Clubs and Activities
Tuesday: Doctor Who Club (Lunchtime,
EN1)
Wednesday: Reading Riordan
(Lunchtime, EN1)
Wednesday: Book Group (Afterschool,
EN1)

Reading Challenge Award Winners
Thursday: Manga Group (Lunchtime,
EN1)
William 7JTI
Revan 7GSH
William 7JTI

Friday: Harry Potter Club (Lunchtime,
EN1)
What else has been happening this
term?

Alana 7JGR
Erin 7SC
Chase 7GSH
Temperance 7SC

Library Events: What is coming up next?
 Summer Half-Price Book Fair: 4th
– 10th July 2019
 End of Year Library Celebration:
Friday 19th July 2019. Invite only!

All Years
 Brilliant Book Award Group:
January – March 2019
 Harry Potter Book Night:
Thursday 7th February 2019
 World Book Day: Thursday 7th
March 2019
 Year 8 Read for Good:
November 2018.
 Author Visit by Joseph Delaney
for Year 7: December 3rd 2018
 Christmas Half-Price Book Fair:
12-18 December 2018

Editor: Alyssa Moore

World Book Day
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Editor: Alyssa Moo
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World Book Day was held on
Thursday 7th March and we had
lots of celebrations planned in
school.


All students were given £1
book vouchers to spend
 Bookish Bake Challenge
 Title quest challenge for
Year 7

Bookish Bake Challenge Winners 2019

Bookish Bake Challenge Runner Up 2019

Emily and Connie for their amazing Monster
Book of Monsters cake!

Abigail for her scrumptious coffee & walnut cake!

Editor: Alyssa Moore

Short Story Competition
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Niambh Barrowcliffe has written a short story and needs your help to finish it. If you would like to win the chance at
finishing the story and winning a prize, please submit your entries to Niambh: 3810@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk by
Friday 3rd May. 2019. Winning entry will be published in the next edition and will be announced on Friday 10th May.
The Archenland castle courtyard hustled with life. Birds high above chirped together as they glided across the dismal sky,
while sleek black crows cawed below as the crisp air of the evening caved in. The thundering 'clip-clop' of numerous horses
hooves trotting against the concrete floors rang in everybody's ears, letting the castle know that the hunting party had arrived
back.
A vast amount of maids and servants rushed around hurriedly with immense silver platters filled with meat, dairy and
vegetables; while others were preparing the castle with bright decorations for that evening's feast. But, weirdly enough, there
was a rumour of a special announcement being made from the King Lune himself.
King Lune of Archenland was a rather jolly man, who was, as some people described him, very fat. He didn't do much;
except for ponder down the hallways, attend meetings, and eat. He relied on his Grand Duke to give out speeches and visit
other kingdoms, while he stayed inside the warmth and safety of his own castle. So, when there was a rumour of him giving a
speech, it was an exceedingly substantial deal for the kingdom because whatever he was going to speak about, must be
important.
High above, in one of the elevated towers, Princess Elizabeth was bundling up into her dress for the unusual event. It was a
dark green corset grown that flowed all the way to the floor, with big puffed out sleeves, and a curved sweetheart neckline.
The dress complimented every single curve of the Princesses body in an outstanding way.
"What do you think Dad's going to speak about?"
One of the Princesses young personal maids looked up from styling the hair into a long plait down the back of her head
and shrugged, "I'm not sure, your Majesty. But, I guess that's what makes it so exciting."
"What?" Elizabeth frowned, exerting her green eyes from herself in the mirror, to the maid.
The second female servant in the Princesses chambers knelt down near the giant fireplace, gripping onto a small piece of
steel in her left hand, using the other hand to strike it firmly against the edge of some flint. Tiny sparks flew from the
collision, and eventually, after a few blows, a glowing flame radiated the fireplace. Mina pulled her red hair back into a bun;
but small loose strands managed to escape around the forehead, "I think what Quinn is trying to say is, people like a bit of
mystery every now and then."
The Princess hummed, "Well, I suppose so. Dad said it involved me." Quinn nodded as she finished off the hair with a tie.
"Thisbe? What do you think?"
The last blonde-haired maid popped out from the wardrobe where she was hanging all of the silky dresses, her
glimmering blue eyes widened in shock. Her hair was pulled up in a half up, half down style, the rest in elegant waves that
reached all the way down her lower back. The girl's outfit was shabby and dirty; the perks of working at all hours as rips
welcomed the grey dress, while dirt and mud gripped onto the edges. Despite the embers on her forehead; she was beautiful.
"I like to think it's something positive," Thisbe murmured, gnawing on her bottom lip, "like something that'll benefit the
kingdom."
Elizabeth pursed her lips, slithering her diamond necklace through her fingers, "It should also benefit me, and it better be
interesting, that's all I'm saying."
The three maids were smart to not say anything more but nod along with the Princesses words because if they, or anyone
for that matter, were to question the Prima Donna, they wouldn't live to see the next day.
They finished off getting Elizabeth ready for the announcement, just as the clock struck 8 in Archenland…

Maths
Numeracy
Challenge
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Intermediate Maths Challenge 2019
This term 114 students took part in the Intermediate
Maths Challenge in the main school hall.
Out of 114 participants, we have 6x Gold, 26x Silver and
24x Bronze certificates. An outstanding achievement by all,
well done!

Who are your Maths Ambassadors?
Yijun Hu and Layla Middlemass

Maths Homework Club
Need a quiet place to do your homework?

The following students deserve a special mention for being
the best students in their respective year groups, Oliver
Slinger – Year 9, Linh Year 10 and India Year 11.
Following these excellent results, four of our students will
be taking part in the follow-on Olympiad & Kangaroo
(IMOK) round later this term.
Pink Kangaroo
Linh 10S1 (CK/RN)
Grey Kangaroo
Oliver 9P3 (DNN)
Maclaurin
India 11S1 (DBA)
India has been invited to attend one of the National
Mathematics Summer Schools following her recent strong
performance in the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge.

Need somewhere where you can get help
with your maths?
Or do you just want to do some problems
and spend time practicing?
The Maths Homework Club is for people
who want to have a quiet space for maths,
every Monday lunchtime in MA5.

Led by your Maths Ambassadors

Have you tried these in the
Numeracy Hub?
Mr Barton Maths

Puzzle of the Week
Team Maths Challenge
GSA will be participating in the UKMT Team Maths
Challenge at Ashfield School. Four of our top
Mathematicians will be representing GSA at the
competition and these include: Oliver (9P3), Aadhil
(9CK), Khalyl (8S1) and Alex (8S3).

Interactive Numeracy Games
Numeracy Ninjas
Corbettmaths

Access via student hub

STEM
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Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
The 'theme' for STEM week this year was
careers and employability in the STEM
industry. Lessons and activities have been
focused on developing skills needed for
STEM careers e.g teamwork,
communication, problem solving. In
Science, all three lessons were STEM based.
These included engineering the best tower,
plastic pollution debate and practical
research. In English students wrote a CV,
Philosophy looked at Ethics of companies
and ICT cybercrime.

STEM Leaders

The current STEM leaders are:
Yassin Azeb
Sam Cardwell
Ben Davies
Tapiwa Mapfaira

Each department had a lesson dedicated to
STEM in the week. There were practical
demonstrations and activities in science
every lunch in the week.
Activities included:
 Screaming jelly baby
 Elephant’s toothpaste
 Make you own fingerprints and
forensic science
 Eye dissection
 Van der Graaf

Sam Morgan

You can still become a STEM leader by
coming to the STEM sessions at lunch time.

STEM club is on every Tuesday lunch time
in SC10 and every other Thursday
afterschool if chosen to become a STEM
leader.

Upcoming Events



 More afterschool sessions
 Trips to primary schools to be more involved with primary science
 More trips to be confirmed
Opportunity to achieve a nationally recognised award – the CREST award

Editor: Hannah Dickinson
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Year 8 Talent Show
Earlier this year, Year 8 had a talent show that was showcased in the assembly. All year 8 students had the opportunity to be part
of the show and show off their talents. The judges were: Mr Field and Miss Skitt.
People who were part of the talent show and their acts:
Yassin: singing Ice, Ice, Baby (Science Edition)
Amber, Kosi and Lawa-Pan: Singing
Shania and Evelin: Gymnastics
Alfie and Rapheal: Comedy
The winning act was Yassin with his singing performance. He was singing a solo and I think he was really good. He was very
brave to stand up there alone and sing a song in front of another 200 children and some teachers too.

Year 11 Mock Exams
All Year 11 students had their GCSE mock
exams in preparation for their exams starting in
May.
Year 8/9 PARs Reward Trip
Year 10 Events






REWARD trip to Meadowhall – 5th
April
Apprenticeship workshop was held
from Monday 25th February – Friday
1st March
Apprenticeship Fayre – Thursday 7th
March
Meet the Marines – Thursday 28th
March

Earlier in the year, students were able
to cash in their positive PARs points
for a reward. As part of this reward,
students could choose to go onto a
school trip. This year’s trip for Year 8
and 9 was to see Ant-Man and the
Wasp at the Broadway Cinema,
Nottingham.

Editor: Maddison Cartwright

Revision
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SENECA
A revision and homework platform making studying more fun. Seneca
is an interactive way to learn official course content. Their web app
covers 150+ exam board specific courses condensing what students
need to know for their exams. The software is able to identify gaps in
learning. For instance, when you get a question wrong, the platform
will repeat the topic in different formats and their mart algorithm has
proven to make students remember topics 2x faster. Seneca is totally
free.
Sign up here if you haven’t already: www.senecalearning.com

‘Stay positive, work hard, make it happen’

Ethics Corner
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Brexit?
What is Brexit? First of all, it is the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union
(EU). However, what does a no deal Brexit mean? Firstly we would still leave the EU but some minor
things would change, for example, prices on imported foods (from other countries in the EU) will rise
due to the fact that we would have to treat them the same as any other countries we trade with, on the
other hand, that could mean farmers salary will go up because their products would be the cheaper
option.
What is the EU? Well, the EU is a group of 28 (possibly might be 27 soon) countries primarily in
Europe that promote peace, fight discrimination, promote inclusion and encourage technological and
scientific developments. The countries that are included are:
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden.

We are set to leave on Friday, the 29th of March 2019 at 11pm. But if the decision is delayed, they will
extend article 50 and parliament can then vote on a new deal. Labour also wanted to force another
general election, win, go back to Brussels and negotiate their version of Brexit. Brexit could also be
cancelled by changing the UK law, something the Government did not want to do. However, there
have been marches protesting against Brexit, the main march down in London was one of the biggest
England have seen in the past few years.
However, if Prime Minister, Theresa May can’t muster up a deal before we’re set to leave she will find
a small extension in which she can hopefully find a deal that all can agree on.

Editor: Gracie Fedezsyen

